American Coed P ageants was selected as our pageant name because Coed brings to
mind and all American girl, one who is a good student, full of enthusiasm for her school and
Jamily, and who is preparing herself to become the very best person she can be. We wanted a
name that would not be confused with other pageants because our goal from the beginning was
to be recognized not only as unique program, but also as one of the best programs available
for girls in America. Since 1983, millions of dollars in cash, scholarships and prizes have been
awarded to outstanding girls nationwide.

State pageants are held nationwide annually and state winners are selected to represent their
states at the national competition each year in Florida and Walt Disney World®. Girls who
qualify to compete at the state level must have sponsors. The total sponsor fee is listed on page
15.

Sponsors make it possible for the American Coed Pageant to award to thousands of dollars
annually to outstanding girls nationwide. Sponsor fees also help pay for the production of the
state and national competitions each year.

The ideals and principles of American Coed Scholarship Program make it a program that
Jamilies, friends, civic and business groups can be proud to support.

TENTATIVE STATE PAGEANT SCHEDULE

State Pageants are two and a half day events. Below is a typical schedule for pageant weekend:

The Evening Before the First Day of Pageant Weekend: (not required)
6-7 pm Early Check-in
7-9 pm Pageant Workshop

First Day of Pageant Weekend:

Day’s activities begin at 8 am and continue throughout the day until 10 pm.

Pageant Check-in

Talent/Speech/Modeling and other Optional Contests
Required Parent/Contestant meeting

Pageant Practice

Eveningwear Rehearsal

Eveningwear Competition

Second Day of Pageant Weekend:

Day’s Activities begin at 8 am and continue until pageant is over at 11 pm.

Poise and Appearance Judging in Interview Outfit
Personal Interviews with Judges

Pageant Rehearsal

State Pageant Finals (Admission Ticket Required)
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SPONSOR FEES
What is a sponsor fee?

Your sponsor fee is the cost to enter the queen’s competition for your state. See page 15 for your sponsor
fee amount and payment due date. All contestants must have sponsors to be in the state pageant. Sponsors’
names are listed under the contestants’ names in the front section of the state program book. You may have
as many sponsors as you need to reach your total sponsor fee, however, no more than five sponsors may

be listed under your name in the program book. Sponsors’ names must be printed on your printer’s card
(located on page 15) and mailed into the pageant. Sponsor fees are not refundable.

Why do we need sponsors?
Sponsors help pay for costs of producing the state and national pageants including prizes, cash awards and

trophies for award winners, as well as office, staff and judges’ expenses.

Who are sponsors?
Anyone may sponsor you by paying all or part of your required sponsor fee. Your family, friends, or

business and civic groups may all be considered to help with sponsoring you. Businesses may even use
their contribution as tax-deductible advertising. All they need is a cancelled check.

How do I get sponsors?
Sit down with your parents and read and discuss the State Pageant Information Booklet. Be sure you are

familiar with this information so you can answer any questions you might be asked about the pageant.
Make a list of prospective sponsors including family members, businesses and clubs. Dress up and look
your best. Wear your State Finalist Ribbon (enclosed). Have your Pageant Newsletter and “Letter to
Prospective Sponsors” (page 3) ready. (If you are contacting several prospective sponsors, make copies of
the letter.) Be excited about the pageant experience and it will be contagious.

What do I say to a prospective sponsor?
Tell your prospective sponsor that you have been selected to be a State Finalist and you are trying to raise

the sponsor fee necessary to compete in the pageant.

How and when do I pay my sponsor fee?

See page 15.
WORKSHOP

Pageant Makes Perfect Workshop - Dreams do come true

For many of our contestants, this will be their first pageant. Don’t worry! We have scheduled practice time
during pageant weekend and also offer a “Practice Makes Perfect” Pageant Workshop the night before
pageant weekend. You will receive information about the pageant workshop several weeks before pageant

weekend.
4
Workshop subjects include: | ¢ . L

* Helpful Hints to Help You Build Your Self-Confidence
* How to have a Winning Pageant Interview

* How to Conquer Stage Fright

* Modeling Techniques

The skills learned at the workshop will help you excel at pageant events and succeed throughout your life
no matter what you choose to do in the future.
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LETTER TO PROSPECTIVE SPONSORS

p@ @ e ﬂ’“] S
Dear Prospective Sponsor:

This letter is to introduce you to a young lady who has qualified as a State Finalist in the American
Coed Scholarship Program in her state. Being named a State Finalist in this program is quite an honor!
She is one of a select group of young ladies who has been chosen to participate in this pageant. She
will compete for the opportunity to become your state’s American Coed Pageant representative for this
school year, as well as a trip to the national pageant in Orlando, Florida at the Hilton Resort at Walt
Disney World®.

Pageant contestants will develop poise and self-confidence by performing and speaking on stage to a
live audience as well as learning how to dress and conduct themselves in an interview. Contestants
will also learn important social skills by interacting with other outstanding young people from different
backgrounds and interests.

Through the generosity of our sponsors, we are able to recognize and reward outstanding girls
nationwide for their achievements and encourage them to set new goals for the future.

Since 1983 American Coed Pageants has awarded millions of dollars in scholarships, cash awards and
prizes. Thousands of dollars will be presented to winners and runners-up during the current year.

Business owners, community leaders and family members who support the dreams of young people can
help make things happen for them and return dividends to their communities, states and the nation.

The best investment business and community leaders can make
is to support programs which help young people mature into
responsible citizens. American Coed Pageants is one of those
programs.

Please take this opportunity to invest in the youth of your
community.
Very Truly Yours,

@i@ Aot ine
Patty Hawkins, National Director
American Coed Pageants, Inc.

P.S. Payment may be made by check, money order or credit card.

Make your check payable to American Coed Pageants and give it to the
girl you are sponsoring or mail to American Coed Pageants, - x '
4120 Piedmont Rd. Pensacola, FL. 32503. You may pay online by going to Patty Hawkins,

www.coedstore.com and clicking on your state. National Director
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PAGEANT SCORING

Queens Competition

On pageant weekend, all contestants compete for the
state pageant title. Contestants are scored on poise and
appearance in formal dress, personal introduction and
appearance in interview outfit, and personality during the
interview. The contestants with the highest scores in each age
division will be announced as top semi-finalists. The state
pageant queen and four runners-up for the queen’s court will be
chosen from the top semi-finalists. The state pageant winner is required and the queen’s court members are eligible
to compete for the national queen’s title. The national pageant will be held Thanksgiving at the Hilton Resort at
Walt Disney World.

All contestants will be scored in the following categories:

* 1/3 Poise and Appearance in Eveningwear

* 1/3 Poise and Personality in Interview

* 1/3 Personal Introduction (20 seconds) and Appearance in Interview Outfit

Poise and A rance in Evenin I:

(with escorts):

Judges will score contestants on poise and appearance as each contestant is escorted on stage in
eveningwear. This is a formal event for contestants and escorts. No cameras will be allowed in the
ballroom.

Personal Inroduction and Appearance in Interview Outfit:

Each contestant will introduce herself to the panel of judges before interviews, giving her name,
hometown and a few things she wants the judges to know about herself. Your introduction may last up to
twenty seconds. The contestant’s age should not be included in her introduction.

Poise and Personality in Interview:

A panel of judges will interview each contestant. This is done in a one-on-one format. Each contestant
will spend a few moments with each judge individually. She will be asked questions she can easily
answer. She will not be asked questions about politics, religion, dating, etc. Judges will not score
contestants on what they know but on their poise, personality, appearance and self-confidence.

Escort

All contestants will need an escort for the eveningwear poise & appearance competition. You may choose
anyone you wish and escorts will not be judged. This person may be your father, mother, uncle, brother,
boyfriend or whomever you select to be part of your pageant experience. Male escorts must wear a suit
with a dress shirt and tie, a military uniform or a conventional tuxedo. Female escorts may wear a nice
dress. Rehearsal with escorts is scheduled before eveningwear competition.

An explanation and example of how to escort a contestant on and off stage will be presented during the
eveningwear dress rehearsal. It’s a very simple process and we will be able to teach your escort very
quickly! If you do not have an escort, we will provide an escort for you.
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OPTIONAL CONTESTS

Optional contests are offered to contestants on pageant weekend so girls may have a chance to win awards
and recognition in several different categories. A special panel of judges scores these contests. Overall
judges who select the queen do not see these contests. Optional contests do not count toward winning the
queen’s title. You do not have to enter these to win the queen’s title. All state award winners and runners-
up in optional contests are eligible to compete in optional contests offered at the National Pageant in
November at Walt Disney World®.

Talent Contest

1. Must be a live presentation on a stage no larger than 12’ X 24’
2. Must be two minutes or less

3. Must be memorized

4. Pageant furnishes microphone, cd player, piano or keyboard.

Entry Fee: $50 per performance

All talent contestants will perform and be scored at the talent competition.
From these performances, the judges will select the top finalists. The winners of this competition will
receive a trophy or plaque and a cash award. Talent performances have a time limit of two minutes. At two
minutes a timer will go off and your microphone and/or music will be quickly faded out. The judges will
not deduct points if this occurs, but they will stop scoring when your performance reaches two minutes.
All performances must be live and memorized. Do not use sheet music if you are playing an instrument.
Talent performances and costumes must be conservative and age appropriate. Make-up is allowed in all
age divisions during the talent competition. Do not use songs with suggestive lyrics or song titles. The
stage will be covered with hardwood dance flooring suitable for all kinds of dance routines, including tap
and point. Talent contestants may use props, but please make sure they are small enough for the contestant
to handle. Mats for gymnastic routines are allowed. American Coed Pageants will provide a microphone,
sound system and sound technician. Please don’t hesitate to contact the pageant office if you have any
additional needs. If you need music to be played over our sound system during your talent, please bring

it on a compact disc marked clearly with your name and age division. Bring an additional copy of your
compact disc in case your first copy is lost or damaged. You may enter the talent competition more than
once. An entry fee of $50 must be paid for each talent entry. No cameras are allowed in the ballroom.

Speech Contest (select one theme)

“My Favorite American’ (must be famous)

“Youth, Pride of the Present, Hope of the Future” (our company motto)
“How I Can Make the World a Better Place”

Poem, Bible verse or other topic allowed in the Princess division only

Ll ol Al

Speech entries must be 100 words or less and memorized. Parents and Teachers may help you write your speech.
Entry Fee: $50 per performance

All speech contestants will perform and be scored at the speech competition. From these performances,
the judges will select the top finalists. The winners of this competition will receive a trophy or plaque and
a cash award. Speech performances have a strict 100-word limit, counting all words except the title. Bring
two typed, double-spaced copies of your speech to turn in at pageant check-in. Your name, age division
and number of words must be in the upper right-hand corner of your speech. You may wear your Interview
outfit or similar conservative outfit. You may enter the speech competition more than once. An entry fee of

$50 must be paid for each speech entry. No cameras are allowed in the ballroom.
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— Photogenic Contest

Contestants participating in this contest bring the photo of their choice in
color or black and white to check-in on pageant weekend. Photogenic photos
will be judged on pageant weekend and returned to you.

Entry Fee: $50 per entry

To enter the photogenic competition, contestants must bring a photo to pageant check-
in. From these entries the judges will select the top finalists and winners. Photogenic
entries may be head and shoulders, full length, posed, candid, black and white or color.
The photo you enter may be any size up to 8” x 10” and it should have been taken
within the past year. Make-up is allowed in all age divisions. However, your photogenic
entry must emphasize your actual age. The winners of this competition will receive an
official trophy or plaque and a cash award. You may enter the photogenic competition
more than once. An entry fee of $50 must be paid for each photogenic entry.

— Modeling Contest

Contestants will bring and model an age-appropriate outfit that has a casual,
tailored look. Each contestant will have approximately thirty seconds on stage.
Entry Fee: $50 per performance

All modeling contestants will perform and be scored at the modeling competition. From
these performances, the judges will select the top finalists and winners. This competition
will look like a department store fashion show. Contestants will bring and model an age-
appropriate outfit that has a casual, tailored look. Your outfit should not be too dressy.
Make-up is allowed in all age divisions. No pro-am modeling, such as aerial spins, kicks,
or flips, is allowed. The winner of this competition will receive an official trophy or
plaque and a cash award. You may enter the modeling competition more than once. An
entry fee of $50 must be paid for each modeling entry. No cameras are allowed in the
ballroom.

— Spirit of America Award

Every contestant who qualifies for the Spirit of America Award will be
presented with a beautiful trophy on stage during preliminary eveningwear
competition. Contestants must compete in four® of the contests listed below
to receive the Spirit of America Award.

1. Talent Competition

2. Speech Competition

3. Photogenic Competition
4. Modeling Competition

*You may substitute entering one competition by entering a different competition two
times. For example, you will qualify for the Spirit of America Award if you enter the
photogenic competition twice and also enter modeling and talent. There is no additional
entry fee for the Spirit of America Award.
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Academic Achievement

This competition encourages these contestants to strive for excellence in every area of
their school life, including academics, awards, honors, clubs and other activities. On
page 11, you will find an entry form. This form must be completed and turned in at
registration. You must attach a copy of your most recent report card or school transcript
to be considered for the academic achievement award. Do not send these forms to our
office. Bring them to registration on pageant weekend. Judges will select the contestant
who has the best school record, honors, awards and civic and/or church activities.
Winners of this contest will receive a trophy or plaque. There is no entry fee for this contest.

Volunteer Service

This award recognizes contestants who help other people without being paid. To be
considered for this competition you will need to bring the completed entry form located
on page 13. You must include a letter verifying your volunteer work from at least one of
the organizations you list. Judges will select the contestant who has the best record of
community service (helping other people without pay). The winners of this competition
will receive a trophy or plaque. There is no entry fee for this contest.

State Hostess Contest and Awards

The contestant in each age division who sells the most advertising for the state program
book (minimum of two pages) will win the state hostess title, an official crown, banner,

trophy and any other prizes she has earned. Every contestant who sells an advertisement
of any size will be recognized and presented with a trophy on pageant weekend.

Hostesses earn their titles through advertising sales. Every state finalist may earn a
beautiful official crown and banner with one page of advertising.
Trophies * Crowns * Banners ¢ Cash Awards * Hotel Room Nights on State
Pageant Weekend * Hotel Room Nights at Nationals ¢ A Day in Walt Disney
World® for Two ¢ State Hostess Title « National Hostess Title

Please read the advertising booklet sent with this package for more information about
our advertising program.

Miss Personality

Contestants vote for the girl who is the friendliest, most helpful and the most fun to
be around on pageant weekend. The girl who receives the most votes wins the Miss
Personality award. There is no entry fee for this contest.
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PAGEANT OUTFITS

Official T-Shirt

This t-shirt is worn for the opening production number. Plan to purchase
the t-shirt on pageant weekend at check-in. You furnish your own blue
jeans, shoes and socks. Please bring ankle socks and tennis shoes or flats
that are lightweight, clean and cut below the ankle. Do not wear high top
or heavy sneakers. Your shoes and socks should be white. Your t-shirt will
cost approximately $25.

Interview Qutfit |

Preteens, Sweethearts and Princesses: This outfit should be suitable for church or a dress-
up occasion.

Junior Teens, Teens and Coeds: This outfit should be conservative and suitable for a job
interview.

All Age Groups: Do not wear a formal dress for interview competition. You may wear
sheer or opaque hose. Younger contestants may wear ankle socks. Skirts or pant suits are
allowed. Skirt may be no shorter than one inch above the knee.

Eveningwear

You may wear the formal gown of your choice. It may be tea length or longer. White
is not required! It may be any color. You will wear the same gown both nights. If you
are buying a new evening gown for your state pageant, you may want to follow the
national pageant eveningwear rules so that if you qualify for Nationals* you won’t
have to buy another gown. Don’t buy a new formal dress for your state pageant if you
already have one or if you can borrow one from a friend. Many of our state queens win
in borrowed dresses.

*National Rules:

Princesses, Sweethearts, Preteens, Junior Teens and Teens:

Your gown should be simple, elegant and appropriate for your age. The hemline
of your gown should be floor length. Short trains are allowed. Your shoes should
not show when you are standing still, but the skirt should not buckle when you
walk. Straight skirts or tight fitting gowns with slits up the side, front or back are
discouraged. Gowns may be trimmed or lightly decorated with sequins, beads, pearls
or rhinestones, but you should not wear a full sequin or heavily beaded gown. No
“hoops.”

For Coeds:

Your gown should be elegant. The skirt may be full or straight, but not so tight that
you can’t walk comfortably in it. The skirt may not have a slit that reaches higher
than your knee. Plunging necklines and bare midriffs are discouraged.
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—{ Shoes

Your shoes should be dyed to match, clear or should compliment your outfit. Taupe shoes are also acceptable
for interviews.

Sweethearts, Princesses and Preteens:
Flat or low heels (under 2”). (Ballet slippers are acceptable with Eveningwear).

Junior Teens, Teens and Coeds:
Heels at least 2”°- 3" are recommended.

Makeup

Preteens, Sweethearts and Princesses: If a judge can tell you are wearing makeup, points will be deducted
from your score. Judges determine how many points to deduct. It is better to play it safe and not wear any
makeup at all since your director may check by using a cotton ball.

Junior Teens, Teens and Coeds: Your makeup should give you a natural, all-American look.

- Hairstyle

Hair should be in a neat, conservative style, brushed away from eyes and face. No bushy, fuzzy, bouffant
hairstyles. Work for a natural, all-American hairstyle that is easy to manage.

| What NOT to Wear!

Do not wear or carry gloves, purses, hats, parasols, plastic jewelry, body or hair glitter, heavy makeup,
visible body piercing or tattoos, feathers, flowers, corsages, hoop skirts, big sleeves or large ruffles.

—| Helpful Hint

Your competition outfits should fit you perfectly. Have your clothing altered to fit, paying special attention
to the length of the sleeves, hemline and fit through the torso area.

PHOTO & VIDEO

Parents, no cameras of any type will be allowed in the ballroom at any time. We will have professional
videographers and photographers at the pageant. Our photographer will be professionally photographing
contests both days and the photos will be available for purchase. You will want to treasure these memories
for your daughter.

No video cameras will be allowed in the ballroom at any time pageant weekend. We have had many
problems in the past with video cameras: cameras that plug in the wall have blown our lighting and sound
systems; cameras on shoulders block others view; cameras on tripods block the contestants as they use the
aisles. Thus, no video cameras will be allowed in the ballroom at any time. We ask your cooperation in
this matter. Our videographer will be professionally videotaping all contests both days and the tapes will be
available for purchase.
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OUR HOST HOTEL

Hotel reservation information for the beautiful hotel that will
serve as our host hotel for pageant weekend is enclosed. Be sure
to make your reservation before the cutoff date listed on the
hotel information flyer.

All pageant activities will be held in the ballrooms and other
meeting space at the hotel. The hotel offers discounted room
rates for contestants, family members and friends. You will
receive the pageant rate for the dates shown on the hotel

information flyer. You
may reserve a room by calling the hotel directly. We recommend you
do not use the 800 number, unless it is the only one provided, as
that goes to a central hotel office and often they are not aware of our
pageant rate.

10

— Dressing Room

A dressing room near the ballroom will be
available during the actual pageant on day

two. This is a changing room, not a storage
room. Neither the hotel nor the Pageant will be
responsible for items left in the dressing room.
When it is time for the pageant finals, contestants
will begin in their official t-shirts. They will take
their evening gowns, shoes, etc., to the dressing
room before the pageant finals. Outfit changes
during the pageant finals will be in the dressing
room. No one is allowed in the dressing room
except for official pageant chaperones who will
help the contestants make a quick outfit change.
Mothers, family members, friends, hairdressers,
etc., are not allowed in the dressing room except
for mothers of the contestants in the Princess age
division.

You may earn a free hotel room for one
or more nights during pageant weekend
by participating in our advertising
program!
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT CONTESTS

Attach a dated transcript or a letter on official school letterhead from your school principal, guidance counselor or dean verifying
your grade average and school activities. You may add up to two letters of recommendation and other documentation. Bring this
form to pageant check-in. Do not mail this form to the pageant office!

Name: Age

Last First Middle
Parent(s) Name:

Mailing Address:

Number and street or P.O. Box City State Zip
School: Graduation Year: Birth: / /

month day year

School Address:

Number and street or P.O. Box City State Zip

Name of school principal Name of guidance counselor

Home Phone: ( ) School Phone: ( )

TO BE COMPLETED BY GUIDANCE COUNSELOR, SCHOOL PRINCIPAL OR DEAN:

bl Age Year of Graduation Number of Students in School

2 Class Rank Out Of Students In Class

o

g. Circle Grade Point Average: A+ AA- B+ B B-C+C

é Score On Standardized Test: ACT PSAT SAT OTHER
Signed Date

School Principal, Guidance Counselor or Dean

paa1nboyy

READ INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE STARTING TO CHECK ACTIVITIES:

Check your honors, organizations, activities listed below. Also mark “17”, “2”, “3” to show number of years participation. Use a star ()
instead of a check mark if you have earned awards or held offices in organizations or activities listed below, also give name of office.
YOU MAY INCLUDE ALL ACTIVITIES, HONORS, ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS.

SCHOOL HONORS: SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS: SPORTS ACTIVITIES:
National Honor Society Band / Orchestra Track
Academic Award Chorus / Music Cheerleader
Citizenship Award NJROTC Pep Club
Science Award Language Club Majorette
Music / Art / Drama Award Student Government Basketball
DAR Award Key Club Volleyball
Who’s Who in High School FBLA Gymnastics
Speech / Forensic Award Yearbook Tennis
Honors Program School Newspaper Swimming
Honor Roll SADD Soccer
National Merit FHA /FNA/FTA Ski / Surf
OTHERS NOT LISTED: OTHERS NOT LISTED: OTHERS NOT LISTED:
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: CHURCH ACTIVITIES: AWARDS, HONORS:
Girl Scouts Youth Group ACTIVITIES NOT LISTED:
Candy Striper Music Group
Neighborhood Beautification Camp Counselor
Baby Sitter Nursery Assistant
Recycling Teacher
OTHERS NOT LISTED: OTHERS NOT LISTED:
To my knowledge all the information above is correct.
Sign and Date: Principal, Guidance Counselor Or Dean Sign and Date: Pageant Contestant
Circle One: Princess Sweetheart Preteen JrTeen Teen Coed 11
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VOLUNTEER SERVICE CONTEST

Circle One: Princess Sweetheart Preteen JrTeen Teen Coed

Your Name City

First Middle Last

1. This contest is open to all divisions.

2. Bring this form to pageant check-in if you are competing in the Volunteer Service Contest. Do not mail into the office.
3. Include all volunteer service and give name of place or organization where it was done.

4. Describe your volunteer service including church, school and community work for the past three years.

5. At least one letter of recommendation must be attached.

6. If you need more space, you may attach additional pages to this form.

7. This form must be typed or neatly printed.

Type of Volunteer Service Place or Organization Where Done Hours Worked

1.
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Total Hours (Required!):

Your signature Date: / /

Parent’s signature Date: / /

List volunteer work done for past three years only!
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Your Sponsor Fee amount is and is due on

CONTESTANT PHOTO GUIDELINES

* Your photo should be a headshot not full length.
* Background for your photo should be a light, solid color Wlth no props.

(This means no flags, scenery, wicker chairs,
library books, etc. in background)

* Your hands should not show in photo.

* Do not wear a hat or crown.

* Your photo may be color or black and white. £ :

* Your name, state and age group must be on back of your photo.

* Your photo and printer’s card below must be in your State Director’s office
by the printing deadline date.

* Enclose a $10 fee for reducing or enlarging your photo if it is larger than
5x7 or smaller than 3x3.

e The printer will not accept emailed photos.

DO NOT mail this card until you have the names of all your sponsors.
Type or print legibly with dark ink. If the printer can’t read the information, it will not be printed.

a Contestant’s Name:
< State:
U Check Your Age Division: Princess Sweetheart Preteen
Junior Teen Teen Coed
ED List only the names of your sponsors (one sponsor per line).
m List sponsors exactly the way you want them to appear under your photo.
= You may list up to five sponsors.
= 1.
2. Enclose a $10 fee for reducing or
Z enlarging photo if it is larger than
3
o ) 5 x 7 or smaller than 3 x 3.
m 4. Your name and address must be
m 5 on back of your photo. E-mailed

photos will not be accepted.

Do not staple your photo. This card goes directly to our printer when we receive it.
If we do not receive a printer’s card from you, your sponsors will be listed as “family and friends.”

www.gocoed.com 15



16

N :

P,ﬁ @
ﬁ?fh\ﬁg

ea mtg

www.gocoed.com



